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Registry Transport of stateless refugees from Spain to 
Number W LTT 177/48 Palestine. 


TELEGRAM FROM Refers to Foreign 4 ages telegram Noe <046 to 


J »-DsCe eA eae Lisbon states that all 
Vo. Be arrangements have been made for sending SS. Nyassa 
to Cadiz on the cOth January to proceed to Palestine 
Dated SYA Jan3:1944-« with this large group of stateless refugees-.Spanisn 
Puccided Government are now hewever trying to obstruct the 
in Registry OYA Jans1944. whole project+. Proposes to take the matter up strongly 
: with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and to ask the 
W: Refugeess United States Ambassador to take similar actions 
Requests urgent precise instructionss 
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W. 177 
[CYPHER ] DEPARTMENTAL NO, 2. 


fAK! 'S. Be 
JAN [0424 


FROM MADRID TO FORKIGN OFFICE .W2_ 2S. 


oir os Heare ee ae rs . 

No D, 3.00 p.m. 4th January, 1944, 
a January, 1944, R. 2.35 am. Sth Jamary, 1944. 

Repeated to Lisbon 


rh 3? 47 © 4 
Your telegram No,2046 to Lisbon, WiLe bo /u> /%% 


J.D.C. representative here informs me that all 
arrangements have been completed for sending s/s Niassa to 
Cadiz on Jamary 20th to preceed to Palestine with this 
large group ef stateless refugees. | 


De <r Governnent pe page at the ee rt 
of the political director of the Minister for [sic ? Ministry 
¢ ne profegty ‘are now however trying to obstruct the 
. whele pro | 

4 5 by species of blackmail withholding facilities 
for embarkation unless the ship also takes a party ef Sephardic 
Jews, all Speutan nationals whe have net yet arrived from Germany 

b) by withhelding from Dr, Bloch the nny persen 

qualified to prepare decuments of members of original party 
permit to visit Barcelena for this sean | 
| ‘¢) by disagreeing with the eriginal shipping 
arrangenents-suggesting that the ship sheuld ge te Valencia — 
instead of Cadiz etc. | / 


3. In view of the impertance attached by lis Majesty's 
Goverment to the successful campletion ef shipment te Palestine 
py s/s Niassa as one of the results of the Bermuda Cenference, 

I prepese to take the matter up strongly with the Ministry of 

Fereign Affairs and to ask the United States Ambassador te take 
Similar action, As time is extremely shert and the whele preject 
is now endangered I would be glad te knew as Soon aS poss ble if 
you will send me urgent precise instructions. 


Otek 
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E.A.W. ) January, 1944, 


j 
Despatched UL Ohot 
Dra fi t. oe / 9, 


~ 
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fo af 
H.M. Ambassador, 
aie a 


Telegram. 


Your telegram No. 8 /of the 3rd 














January: journey of s.Ss. "nyassall/, 


Please take up matter strongly on 


lines suggested, fersonslly) with Minister 


of Foreign Afrairs, anc endeavour to secure 


vee *88 ww ~weee- =~ - 


io =O... 
eG a | 
Dated hae, fe 


a 
Repeat vw 


© 8 88 ow 


support. of United States Ambassador as 


“ 


proposed. 






, 
J Lisbo © NO. eee rey ee 
I : 2. Arguments in favour of early 
ent em 
* O nese people are obvious and 
Cypher. 
} do not therefore need repetition here, but 
) ater tN. 
it might be pointed out that thewdeperttutre 
of these Jewish refugees, far from arousing 
) é 
- opposition from the Spanish Authorities, 
= i~ ; . } s | 
} should please them since on their own 
7 
showing @t—emesenss the refugees have 
Aan ° 
always been S—eehce—oS eee ercs—and 
Ou es As regards the 


question of the Sephardic Jews, I presume 
you will be able to rebut Spanish argument 
in thie connection on ground that the date 
of their arrival is uncertain and may upset 


Sailing arrangenents,<% 


onan tice basis 


NIJAVIN SIHL NI NSELLIYM 3a OL DNIHLON 





— W177/177/48 | 
[CYPHER J — DERARTMENTAL NOs 2s 
ROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO MADRID 
No. 20 2 
7th January, 1944, D. 4.22 pem 7th January, 1944 
Repeated to Lisben No, 26 | 
SSSSS 
De DIATE 


- Your telegram No. 8 {ef the Srd January: journey of 
SeSe ‘tyasee® 7 | ; 


Please take up matter strongly on lines suggested, with 
Minister of Foreign Affairs persenally and endeavour to secure 
~ support of United States Ambassador as proposed, 


Be Appeents in favour of early departure of these 
ople are obvious and do not therefore need repetition here, 
t it might be pointed out that their removal of these 
Jewish refugees, far from arousing vexatious opposition from 
the nt! go authorities, should please them since on their 
ewn showing the refugees have always been an embarrassment, 
As regards the question of the Sephardic Jews, I presume you 
will be able to rebut Spanish argument in this connexion on 
ground that the date of their arrival is uncertain and may 
upset sailing arran ong s Tn any event His Majesty's 
Government (and I sho think, United States Government) 
could net assume responsibility for what Spanish Government 
has chosen to undertake in regard to these ggg pte Sew g- 
Jews It would be intolerable,if this issue, introduced at 
the last menent, should delay a movement planned and — 
perfected by the American and British Gevernments so long ago. 








OTP 


File Number :-— 


W 


GENERAL. 





Number 


Registry WwW 2 248 /177/48 


TELEGRAM FROM 
Sir R. Campbell 
(Lisbon). 
14. 

Dated 


Recewed 
in Registry 


No. 


Sth Jdan., 1946. 
6th Jane, 
a 1943 © 


W : Refugees. 
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rt of refugees to Palestine: 
6 of f Spanish Go Governmen 
"Madrid “telegram No. 8 (W cov eras 
J-.De-C. representative, Lisbon states that the 
Committee are committed by the contract they have 
signed with the shipping company to pay them the 
equivalent of £92,500. If therefore the Spanish 
Governnent maintain their obstructive attitude, 
financially the loss will be considerable quite apart 
from the humanitarian aspect. It would be quite 
impossible in the time remaining to alter shipping 
arrangements which would involve renewed negotiations 
with the Portuguese Government and revised safe 
conducts from the belligerents. 
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> 2 DEPARTMENTAL NO, 2, 
FROM MADRID TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Sir 5. Hoare | 
No, 8. D. 3.00 p.m. 4th January, 1944, 
anuary, 1944, 


, R, 2.00 & mm. 5th Jamary, 194, 
Repeated to Lisbon | 


ones oe a. 


Your telegram No.2046 to Lisbon. 


J.D.C. representative here informs me that all 
arrangements have been completed for sending s/s Niassa to 
Cadiz on Jamary 20th to proceed to Palestine with this 
large group of stateless refugees. 


2s rs igre Goverment probably at the instigation 
of the political director of the Minister for [sic ? Ministry 
of] Foreign Affairs are now however trying to obstruct the 
whole dobiie & 3 
a) by species of blacknail withholding facilities 
for embarkation unless the ship also ‘akes a party of Sephardic 
Jews, all Spanish nationals who have rot yet arrived from Germany 
| ¢b) by withholding from Dr. Bloch the pat | person 
qualified to prepare documents of members of origina, party 
permit to visit Barcelona for this purpose. 
c) by disagrecing with the original shipping 
arrangenents=suggesting that the ship should go to Valencia 
instead of Cadiz etc, 


| 3, In view of the importance attached by His liajesty's 
Goverment to the successful completion of shipment to Palestine 
by s/s Niassa as one of the results of the Barmuda Conference, 

I propose to take the matter up Aah ge with the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and to ask the United States imbassador to take 
similar action, As time is extremely short and the whole project 
is now endangered I would be glad to know as soon as possible Lt 
you will send me urgent precise instructions. 


0,T.P. 


OUTWARD TELEGRAM 


(This Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty’s Government, and should be 


kept under Lock and Key. | 








We 248/177/48 | 

[CODE R] | DEPARTMENTAL NO.1. 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO LISBON. j 

No. 27 D. 4.07 pem. 7th January 1944 


7th January 1944 
Repeated to Madrid No.4 


QQQQQQ 
IMMEDIATE. 


Your telegram No.14 [of the 5th January: journey of 
ses. "Nyassa" ]. 


Your proposed action approved. 
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[CYPHER ] 


Sir R. Campbell. D. 2.55 pom Sth January, 1944, 
No. 14, Re 8.40 pom. Sth January s 1944, 


5th January, 1944. 
Repeated to Madrid. 
| | | VVV 
Madrid telegram No. 8. to you , a tA : 


J.D.C. representative here states that the 
Committee are committed by the contract they have 
signed with a: Fal Sonpany to pay them the equi- 
valent of £92,500, If therefore the Spanish 
Government maintain their obstructive attitude, 
financially the loss will be considerable quite 
apart from the humanitarian aspect. The repre= 
sentative states that it would be quite impossible 
in the time remaining to alter shippang arrange=- 
-jents which would involve renewed negotiations 
ae with the Portuguese Government and revised safe 
a) sonducts from the m2) AGRE OA SS I am proposing 
» <1 to urge the Portuguese overnment to appeal to 
 * the ‘Spanish Government on humanitarian grounds . 
ES nas Ry ; 


ap Om, 
e,O. REGIE ' iy 


IN THIS MARGIN. 
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Telegram. 


No. qe. 


Dated 


Departmental No. c- 


Southern D ts ar 


ee ae 


FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 


IMMEDIATE. 





Your telegram No. 14 /of the 5th 


January: journey of s.s. Mryassal'/, 


Your proposed action approved. 


rR, 





NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN. 
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We 248/177/48 


[CODE R] DEPARTMENTAL NO.1. 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO LISBON. 


No. 27 | De 4-07 pom. 7th January 1944 
7th January 1944 ~ 
Repeated to Madrid No.2 

QQ2Q2Q 


Your telegram No.14 [of the 5th January: journey of 
ses. "Nyassa" ]. 


Your proposed action approved. 





| File Number :— 


Wey 


GENERAL. 


REFUGERS 





GENERAL 


Ve cake Stateless refugees for Palestine : attitude of 
Nembo 495/177/48 Spanish Government. 
Refers to Foreign Office telegram No. 25 of 7th 
TELEGRAM FROM January (W 177/177/48). Is taking the matter up 
Sir S. Hoare (Madrid).| strongly with Count Jordana. Representative of 
No. Jewish Agency now visiting Madrid has urged strongly 
359. that a further 150 unrestricted certificates for 
Dated Palestine should be authorised immediately to 
jith Jane, 1944. | enable an extra 200 persons whose papers are already 

Necewed ~~ S 18th dan., |in preparation to be included in shipment by 
in Registry | 1944. s.s. Nyassa. 


W : Refugees. 
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[ CYPHER J DEPARTMENTAL NO, 2 
- FROM MADRID TO FOREIGN OFFICE | 

Sir S. Hoare oe | 

NO» 39 | Dd. 5,00 Pelle 11th January, 1942, 

1ith January, 1944 Re 9.25 pe. 1th January, 192. 





alem W 493 


EssessE 


Repeated to Lishon and 
Jerus 


DOMED LATS ~ Le 


fo aa 
wey eco ered 


Your telegram No. 230 
I am taking this matter up strongly with Count Jordana, 


2, Representative of Jewish agency now visiting Madrid 
has urged strongly that a further 150 unrestricted certificates 
for Palestine should be authorised immediately to enable an 
extra 200 persons whose papers are already in preparation here 
to be included in shipment by 5.5. Nyassa. 


3. In view of the political importance of Palestinian 
shipment I hope it will be possible for this authorisation te 
be telegraphed here in time, ‘The Jewish agency have hopes that 
it is already on the way, Passport Control Officer who se¢s ne 
objection to the arrangement on security grounds enquired in 
telegram P.C.500 [grp. undec.] of January 4th to London and was 
told that nothing was know of it, He has now sent further 
telegram P.C.2h of January 11th to Mr, Trent Jerusalem with the 
same request. | 


1. Extra bargaining and complexity represented by these 
certificates may make all the difference in getting the Spanish 
Government to agree to the departure of the whole shiplead, 





Please repeat te Jerusalem as my telegram unnumbered, 


[Copies sent te Telegraph Section Colonial Office for 
repetition, ] 
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Registry 
Number 


W 572/177/48 
FROM Sir R. Campbell 
(Lisbon @ 

No. 10s 


Dated 8th Jane, 1944. 
13th Jan., 
1944. 


Received 
in Registry 


W : Refugees. 
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Transport of refugees to “alestine: obstructive 
attitude of Spanish Government. ages 

Refers to Lisbon telegram No. 14 of 5th January 
(W 248/177/48). 

Transmits copy of aide-mémoire of 5th January 
1944 addressed to Portuguese Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs urging the Portuguese Government to 
approach the »Ypanish Government on humanitarian 
grounds to facilitate the departure of these refugees. 
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HIS Majesty’s Ambassador at Lisbon |. 
presents his compliments to HeM.P.5S. De BY, Ae * 
and has the honour to transmi 
documents. 


British... HNP BSEY » 
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5 . 
PLS, OBER OO: OSG, 656 O10 OO One 660016 00 O08r8 05 04k bee ee ‘ FG Bs 4 


8th. Sheu , 194 t.. 
Reference to previous correspondence: Rol. ced 


Lisbon tel. to F.O. No. i, of 5.1684 


Description of Enclosure. 





Name and Date. Subject. 








Aide-Mémoire to 
Ministry for Forel Jewish refugees. 
Affairs of the 5th 

January, 194u. 


Fe RR A COP > SOAR NET BEE LS EE AEE OEE LET EIT TEL IIIT LO EL EL ILLES ELE LEI LET EL TL I 


34794 25019—2 (4) 


2 I a 
AIDS ~MEMOIRE 


The .\dinistry for Foreign Affairs are no doubt aware 
that arrangements have been made for the s.s. "Nyassa" 
to sail from Lisbon on January 20th for eastern ports and 
to transport some 600 Jewish refugees from Spain and 
Portugal to Haifa, Palestine. 


However, His Majesty's Ambassador in Madrid has 
reported that the Spanish Government have at this late hour 
raised certain conditions respecting the embarcation of the 
refugees from Spain, who form the greater part of the 
contingent. Thus, they state that facilities for 
embarcation cannot be given unless the ship also takes a 
party of Sephardic Jews, all of whom are Spanish refugees 
who have not yet arrived from Germany; and they are 
proposing that the ship should now proceed to Valencia to 
embark the refugees instead of to Cadiz as previously 
arranged. 


These conditions, if insisted upon, seem likely to 
prejudice the entire, arrangements for the embarcation of 
refugees from Spain. His Majesty's Bmbassy would greatly 
appreciate any recommendation which the Portuguese Govern- 
ment may feel able to give to the Spanish Government in. 
the light of the humanitarian considerations involved, 
with a view to overcoming the obstacies which appear to 
have arisen. 


Lisbon, 5th January, 1944. 
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM E wh 


| "615 
75113/69/hy — 


Cypher (0.T.P.) boa, JAN 1044 | 
| | Ca A EY 


Ni ues sper eae eerste 


TO PALESTING (Sir H. Naclficheel) 
FROM S. OF S.. COLONIES. 
Sent Lith January, 1944. 15.30 hre. 


 TMMEDTATE | nomen sere 
“No. W6 Secret. _ ge x 


Lr telegram No. 1362, paragraph l.. 
immigration Spain. 


Arrangements have been made for transport of 
immigrants to fill quota of 400 certificates for Spain by 
Portuguese vessel, scheduled to leave cist January. 


9, Understand from Jewish Agency that 400 certificates 
already granted cover about 150 persons,mainly adults, | 
due to fact that majority of refugees are single persons or 
heads of families who escaped without dependants. Vessel 
will accommodate about GOC persons and Executive in Jerusalen 
have asked for allocation of 150 further unrestricted 
certificates under labour schedule. Agency say that Spanish 
authorities may refuse to allow vessel to isave unless it 

‘ garries full complement of passengers. I have no means of 
@ehecking this statemen<. pees 


Be Grateful if you will consider whether further 
certificates may be granted to enable vacant berths to be : 
filled. If you agree, please telegraph your decision urgently, 
repeating to British Passport Control Officer, Madrid. 

Copy sent to:- | 


Foreign Offies Me. A.W.G. Randell | 
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Se? fA O 6 Re re OL TF) 8 ORT ee Oe er an awe eR EN Re SE Ore OS EE TT Oe So 


immigration of Jewish refugees from Spain into 


Palestine. 

Communicates copy of Palestine telegram 
No. 60 Secret of 13th January. Refers to Colonial 
Office telegram No. 46 (W 615/177/48). Authority 
for the 150 certificates has already been cabled 
by Migration Department to Passport Control 
Office, Lisbon and repeated Madrid. Nothing 
is known of the 15 Youth Aliyah certificates. 
No objection to allocation to 15 children 
concerned of certificates within total number 
of 150 certificates already authorised. 
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INWARD TELEGRAM Enh, 
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D. 13th ee 1944, 
- Re 14th 02.55 hrs. 





No. 60 Sceret. 


Addressed to the 8. of 5S. 
Repeated to H.M. Ambessador, Madrid, No. 12. 
my 


| bio 
Reference to your telegram No. 46. acne W 


Immigration from Spain. 


The 156 certificates are the same as those 
referred to in my telegram No. 47, end authority has 
~~ already been eabled by Migration Dept. to Passport Control 
Officer, Lisbon, and repeated to Ma arid. Nothing is 
known here of the fifteen Youth Aliyeh certificates 
referred to in teleewramn No. 24 from H.M. Ambassaacor;— 


‘Madrid, not repeated to. you, but ho objection to 


alliecation (4 corrupt groups. Correction being obtained) 
eexrtificates within (repeat within) total number of 160 
certificates already authorised. 
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Copy sent to:~ | 
Foreign office om He. AeWeGe Randall. 
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Dated 20th Jan. 1944. 


Received 
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W: Refugees. 
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Onward transport of refugees from Lourenco Marques. 

Gives text of Lourenco Marques telegram No. 

of 18th January stating that Governor General has 
received telegraphic instructions that all Jews 
with transit visas who have not left by 20th 
February are to be placed on board "Nyassa", 

Asks that enquiries be made as to whether 
Portuguese intend that all such refugees 
irrespective of nationality are to be dumped in 
Goa, and suggests that if ship proceeds from Goa to 
suez and Palestinian port, Lourenco Margues should 
send to Palestine refugees having valid Palestinian 
visas. 
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[EN CLAIR] DEPARTMENTAL NO, 1. 





FROM LISBON TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 





sir R. coupes. 
No. 22 SAVING. D. 20th January 1944. 


20th January 1944. | 
R. 4.50 p.m. 21st January 1944, 


L-L~-L=-Z-Z, 
fe received from Lourenco Marques No. 11 of the 
[Begins] 
Important. 


Gevernor General has received telegraphic instructions 
that all "Jews with transit visas who have not left Lourenco 
Marques by February 20th are to be placed on board Nyassa". 


2. This vessel is bound for Goa, it is uncertain 
whether the intention of the Portuguese Government is te 
dump all such refugees irrespective of nationality in Goa 
if this is se Indian Government might look askance at an 
influx of Jewish refugees German Hungarian Netherlands Poles 
Czechoslovaks etc. in Goa. 


4, {sic] Should Nyassa proceed from Goa to Suez and 
Palestinian port it would be helpful if Lourenco Marques 
could send te Palestine such refugees as have valid 
Palestinian visas. 


5. Instructions to Governor General very categorical 
and he appears to have no pewer te decide on any particular 
cases, es, 











6. Please make enquiries and advise me and Foreign 
vd Sa ef intentions ef Portuguese Government regarding Jewish 
refugees. 


[Ends]. 
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Your telegram No. 25 saving. [of 20th January. 
Refugees in Lourenco Marques]. 


I do not understand on what grounds Portuguese Government 
claim to be able to send to British territory non British 
nationals who have received no (repeat no) visas entitling them 
to eater it. Please ask for explanation. 


9, You will appreciate that questions of security 
etc. make this Portuguese move very unwelcome to us: 
Tt note that no preliminary consultation with us seems to 
have been attempted, ‘Ye do not of course wish to delay the 
onward passage of all those persons who have received permits 
to enter Palestine. 
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TELEGRAM FROM that instructions to Governor-General authorised 


Sir R. Campbell, him to send by "Nyassa" to Goa those Jewish 
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him to send by s. ete = assa" to Goa those Jewish 
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go to Palestine. 
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+ am informed confidentially by the President of the Portuguese 
Mercantile Board that safe conduct has been given by all pelligerents for. 
steamer liyassa and that the Japanese especially welcome this sailing 
as it is intended to effect exchange of diplomatists thereby, © 
Q. 7, P, 
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voyage of S,S, Nyassa/ 
Please ascertain whether it is Portuguese 
inbenbtion that Japanese should sail from 
Draft. teLegrem | portugal itself or whether they are to be 
His Majesty's Consul — picked up en route. ) 
General 
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Cypher | presence of Japanese sboard during ship's 
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Vo ee OD Colonial Office, 

RA penal Downing Street, 
7.4, 

75113/69/44. 


27th January, 19h. 


iV) 
Dear Henderson, 


I enclose a copy of a | 
, telegram from the High Mees acicnce 
for Palestine, seeking certain | 
information about the §.S. “Nyasa” | 
which is carrying Jewish immigrants. 
from Spain and Portugal to | 
Palestine. Would you Kindly let 
me know what reply should be 
returned to the High Commissioner, 


Yours sincerely, 


62 JAN (944 


ees eee Mets Soke 


I.L. HENDERSON, ESQ. 





INWARD TELEGRAM 


Cypher (0.T.P. ) 


PROM PALESTINE (Sir H. Jaddeenchd 


Dd, 2uth January, 19h, 
Ru ehh 4% e  {8s0 he. 
No.107 Secret. 
Addressed to the $. of 3. 


Repeated by savingram to the Minister of 
State, Cairo, No. 25. 


My telegram No;60. le X49 


immigration from Spain and Portugal, 


Grateful for confirmation that ship will 
cali at Haifa for disembarkation of immigrants, 
and for information as to approximate date of 
arrival. 
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Copy sent to:- | 


Dene 


Foreign Office - Mr. A,.W.G.Randall, 
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Your telegram No. 256 Saving /of 20th 
January: immigration of Jewish refugees 
from Spain into Palestine/. 


Please confirm that Portuguese 


‘js.s. "Nyassa", which appears to have sailed 
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from Lisbon on January 2lst, is destined 
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W.1235 /177/48. 
{CYPHER ] DEPARTMENTAL NO.1. 
- FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO LISBON (MISSION) 


: | D: 4.05 a.m. 30th Janvary,1944. 
29th January, 1944. 3 
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Your telegram No. 23 Saving [of 20th January: 
immigration ef Jewish refugees from Spain into Palestine]. 


Please confirm that Portuguese s.s. "Nyassa", which 
a enn Pag have sailed from Lisbon on January 21st, is bound 
or Haifa. : 
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FROM LISBON TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Sir Re Campbell De 8-40 peme 28th January 1944 — 
Noe 156 Re 8.45 aeMe (oth J anuery 1944 


28th January 1944 
eee TirTYy 


Following sent to Lourengo Marques. Telegram No. ll 
January 25th. | 


[Begins ] : 
iy telegram No. 10. ) pod 1) [He - 


Report urgene+y number of "Jews with transit visa 
Russia" still in Lourengo Marques and how many of them have 
visas for Palestine or British India. 


2. On instructions from Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, I am infomming Ministry of Foreign Affairs that no 
non-British nationals can of course be admitted into 
British Territory without requisite entrance visas. Inform 
me if there 6 rhe to be real intention of embarking 
refugees for either destination whose papers ge my in order. 

ends | 


Following received from Lourengo Marques telegram No. 
13 January 27th. 
[Begins] 

Your telegram No. ll. 


My despatch No. 11 January 19th sent by air mail 
answers all the questions. 


2e <About 24 refugees with Palestinian visas are 
expected to leave on board the s.se Nyasa. 


Be He refugees here at present with visas for British 
India. 7 
[ Ends ] 
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Use of the Nyassa to effect Anglo-Japanese exchange. 


Discusses the question of the embarkation 
of Japanese diplomats on the Nyassa which is 
carrying Jewish refugees from Lisbon to Coa, thence 
No. to Palestine. | 
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As to (b) in Mr. Crowe's minute, in_the absence 
of any special agreement our rights vis-a-vis 
Japanese officials and diplomats who may be found 
travelling on neutral ships on the High Seas are 
governed by the ordinary rules of interhational law. 
The position can be stated as follows. 


Ordinary officials who have no diplomatic immv-'| 
nity are clearly not entitled to any proteetion what 
ever and we should be fully entitled to stop the shi 
and take them off for detention. In theory we could 
possibly go further and put the ship into prize for 
unneutral service, but this right rather depends 
upon whether she has been specially chartered to carry 
the officials in question, and I assume that in prac 
tice no question of proceeding in this way against 


the the SS "Nyasa" will arise. | 
As regards Japanese diplomats, the strict sie 1 


of international law is that a belligerent is ete H/ d 
to keep up its diplomatic intercourse with neutral | 
governments and vice versa and that the other belli-. 
gerent has no right to interfere with this inter- | 
course. The German a¢tion however in the case of | 
Mr. Vereker at the beginning of the war compelled us | 
to make a special agreement with the German Govern- — 
ment, which in some respects is rather wider than it | 
need have been. In practice we always demand that a 
safe conduct should be granted by us before enemy 
diplomats are allowed to travel on neutral ships on 
the high seas, and we control these safe conducts 
by the navicert system. If the Japanese diplomats | 
were to travel on 4&4 neutral ship without obtaining a 
safe conduct we should I think be able to defend 
our action in taking them off in the light of modern 
circumstances, either on general principles or on the 
ground of reprisals for the Japanese action against 
| 
| 





British diplomatic and consular property in the Far. 
East. The question whether we should want to do so 
is one of policy; and if there is any question of 
our having to take this action we ought to examine 
the position carefully first and consider what legal | 
arguments we would wish to use. | 


Japanese diplomats passing to and fro between 
enemy occupied territories are, of course, in quite 
a different position and we should, of course, be 


under/ 
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under no obligation whatever to allow them to 
pass. If, therefore, any of these diplomats are 
in this position, we should be fully entitled to 
stop the ship and take them offs 


Vcas 


24th Januar 1944. 





I have spoken to Mr. Westropp (M.E.W.) about 
this. He says they are pretty sure that there 
are no Japanese on board the "Nyasa" but they are 
proposing to telegraph to Consul- -General] Lisbon, 
to Ting out. The ship is not due at Lourengo 
Marques until about 20th February and is to call 
at severel British ports en route. 


ir. Westropp promised to let me know the 


result of the enquiry. ty, 
| hd 


26th January 1944. 
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My telegram No. 2454. W/ (a 


"Nyassa" sailed on January 25rd. 
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documents. 
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Aide-Mémoire to the 
Ministry for Foreign Jewish refugees 
Affairs of the 25th 
January, 1944 


(66/17/l44) 





34794 25019—2 (4) 


66/17/44 
AIDE-MEMOIRE 


His Majesty's Embassy understand that 
instructions have been sent by the Minister of the 
Colonies to the Governor General of Mogambique 
regarding the embarkation on the s.s. "Nyassa" 
of Jews in Mogambique on transit visas who are 
waiting to proceed to British India or to Pelestine. 

His Majesty's Embassy presume that it is not 
intended ko esbark for these territories persons 
who do not possess the requisite entry visas, and 
they are instructed to ask for information on this 
point. No non-British national may, of course, 
enter any British territory unless he already 


possesses the necessary visa. 


British Embassy, 
Lisbon. 


25th January, 1944. 
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sh Consulate General, 
Lourengo Marques, 





, Lopy to ee 4 Eo guese Hast Africa, 
‘Pe te BF 21 j eee und J tt eee 
: L491 25 19th. January 1944 
1944/5.18 a ae, epee 
“ se Gh eee. ' | ie 7 ff 
x : ~ ate - . _ “— ee 
Sir | woof 
3 


I have the honour to confirm my telegram N? 11 of the 18th. 
instant revorting thet H. EH. the jovernor General had received 
telegraphic instructions that all JEWS with Transit Visas who 
had not left Lourengo lierques by the 20th. #ebruary were to be 
embarked On the S-. Se RIASSA -« | 


eze I have discussed this matter with the Chief of Cabinet oe... 
the joverner Jeneral; while asking if it will be possible to send 
persons with valic Palestinian Visas 1 explained the difficulties 
of senting refugees of various nationalities to Goa or even back 
to Lisbon without reference in view of the Navicert control 


+5. I am now enclosing copy of a Note addressed to His Excellency 
as a result of our conversations, from which it will be seen that 
{ have assumed that the instructions in fact affects all Refugees 
with Transit Visas irrespective of religious beliefs. 


+4, ‘The reasons for this categorie instruction would appear to be 
thet the Authorities in Lisbon imagine that sufficient efforts are 
not being made here to move on refugees as they arrive. I have 
therefore indicated that so far as we are concerned we have been 
very succesful. During the second half of 1940 and until the 
Ethiopian and North African Campaigns were finished it was very 
Gifficult to move people on to Palestine ete. 


°5» Locally also it is supposed that it is the German influence 
and reaction to the Agores Agreement that préssure has been brought 
to bear to adc to our transport difficulties . 


-6. Amongst the Germans who are here with Transit Visas are the 
ii women and children, Diplomatic and Cousular families, bound for 
vapan, but usable to proceed. They might well be returned whence 
tiiey came « 


efe Of Course the Portuguese fovernment might li-e te make use of 
the SJs. Niassa to take back all Italians to a Sicilian Port if 
agreable to the Italian Government and the Allied uovernments, this 
would avoid passage throuzh North Africa. 7 


°Se Copy of this Despatch has been sent to His Majesty's Princival 
Secretary of State for vorsign A?fairs, Loudon. (#e0-e N211) 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your saxcellency's, 
most obedient Servant, 





His ixeellency, 
His Majesty's Ambassador, 
iritish mbassy, 
LISBON. 


Enclosure to Lourengo Marques Déesoxztch dated 19th. Jan.1944 
to imbassy, Lisbon, N®? 11, repeated to Foreign Office, N® ll. 


English version 

of Note to H. E the Governor ° yeneral, Portuguese East Africa, 
N® 12 dated 19th. January 1944, relative to the obligatory 
departure of Hefugees by &. &- NIASSA about 20th. ‘ebruary, 1944. 
- 03900 -—<——— G299000 029000 ---<— * 








GeGeN@ 12 Lourencgo Marques,19th. Jan. 1944 


Your Excellency, . 

I have the enous to inform Your Excellency that I have been 
approached by certain of my Colleasues and by a number of REFUGES 
with regard to a telegram received from. the Central Government , 
ordering that all refugees , who came here with TRANSIT VISAS and 
have not left the Colony by the 20th. February next, will be em- 
barkec on the s.s. NIASSA, which, I understand, will proceed from 
Lourenco Marques te Joa and thence via Suez Canal to Lisbon. 


e2e I iuagine it may be of interest to Your axceliency and to 
the Central Government to know the number of refugees of various 
Nationalities, who have been in Lourenco Marques and have left again 
through the intermediary of this Consulate Jeneral or of the Loureng: 
Marques ranch of the Jewish Retages fount tier: and give Your Excel- 
lency the following figures :~ 7 

Year Entered Left 


1941 or before 171 164 (in 1941) 
1942 177 156 
1943 | 83 | 110 
1944 3 as 
Totals 434 385 


er As Your Excellency is aware it has been extremely difficult 
to arrange onward transportation to lisypt, Abyssinia, Palestine, 
Ppersia,Iraq and india but we have taken advantage of every possible 
means at our disvosal. by land, by air ,by sea ” coer Port — 
via Union Ports. 


« 4. At the moment we have some 20 refugees with VISAS for Pales- 
tine ,valid only until the iste Merch next. I enclose details. 


0 De I shall be very grateful to Your ixcellency if you would be 
so good as to inform me whether I or the Jewish tefugee Comittee 
Can arrnge passges for those persous from the enclosed list, who 
may still be here,on the sesce Niassa for a Palestinian Port. if 
the Niassa does not Call at a Palestinian Port perhaps this vessel 
can Sake them to Port Seid . 


o Oe If-these passengers for Palestine can only be carriec to 
Port Said or Suez, it would be well that I should know in good time 
in-order that necessary arrangements can be made for their onward 
transportation to their destination and for their transit through 
Sy pt © 


ele in accordance with the Constitution of the Portuguese Ree 
public I presume that no distinction will be made on account of 
their religious convictions or lack of such amongst the refugees 
who have been orivileged and had the good fortune to enjoy the 
humaniterian security of Portugh& these last few years . Amongst 
the refugees in Lourengo Marques there are various nationalities - 
Austrian - Czechoslovak - Hungarian - Italians - JjJermans - Nether- 
lanes - Polish - South Africans <te., 

they all 
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They all naturally obtained Transit Visas before leaving Lisbon 
but have been unable to proceed to their destinations since these 
places are now in the hands of the Axis Powers . Such persons 
will presumably have to remain in Lourenco Marques and their 
Consuls or other recognised organisation will continue te be 
responsible for their maintenence and ultimate repatriation . 


- 8. Should it be the desire of the Portuguese Government that 
any refugee, who has not been able to proceed to his destination , 
should return to Lisbon,whence he came to this Colony, I have the 
honour to remind Your Excellency that no vessel can carry such 
passengers and obtain the necessary Ship's Navicert without refer- 
ence to London and Lisbon, which again will take time . 


°9e This Consulate General will be glad to co-operate with 
the Government of the Colony , so far as is possible , and to 
forward any application for any person it is desired te return 
to Lisbon,whence he came ,on the ground that they have been un- 
able to proceed to their declared destinations. 


I avail myself etc. 


C. Ke. Ledger 


His Excellency 
The Governor General of the Colony of Mocambique 


LOURENCO MARQUES 


Gonsulado Geral Britanico, 
LOURENCO MARQUES. 
G. G Now. 12 
44/XXV1-4-4 | 19 de Janeiro de 1944, 
CKL/GCM 
Excelencia, 

Tenho a honra de informar Vossa Excelencia de que 
tenho sido procurado pelos meus Golegas e¢ por um grande numero 
de refugisdos em referencia a um telegrama recebido do Governo 
Central determinando que todos os refugiados com passaportes 
visados em transito, que mio tiverem deixado esta Colonia até 
20 de Fevereiro proximo, sermao embarcados no vapor Niassa, o 
qual segundo me consta, ir de Lourenco Marques a Goa e, via 
Suez, para Lisboa. | | : | 
Be Por me parecer que interessa Vossa Excelencia e o 
Governo Central conhecer o numero de refugiados de todas as 
nacionalidades que estiverem em LoureNco Marques e Sairam por 
intermedio deste Consulado Geral ou pela Sucursal do Comité 
de Refugiados Judeus, apresento a Seguinte lista: 


Ano Entrada | Safda 











1941 ou antes 171 104 (em 1941) 
1942 177 156 
1943 | 83 110 
1944 5) 13 
Totak 454 385 
Se Como Vossa Excelencia tem conhecimento 6 muitissimo 


dificil arranjar transportes para o Egito, Abissinia, Palestina, 
Persia, Iraque e India, mas nés  atigy oe os melios possiveis 

a nosso dispor, por terra, pelo ar e por mar, deste porto e por 
via dos portos da Unio da Africa do Sul. 

4. Presentemente temos alguns 20 refugiados com passapor- 
tes visados para a Palestina que sio VALIDOS apenas até 351 de 
Marco proximoe junto a lista dos seus nomes. 

. Ficarei muito grato a Vossa Excelencia se me informar 
se permite que eu ou o Comité dos Refugiados Judeus arranje 
passagens para agqueles, entre os mencionados na lista que ainda 


agui se/ 


Ge 


aqui 5 6 eR, para um porto na Palestina. Se o "Niassa" 
mio tocar num porto da Palestina na viagem de regresso podera 
esse vapor transporter estas pessoas para Port-Said ? 
6. Se oS passageiros para a Palestina forem transportados 
para Port-Said ou Suez, convem que eu saiba com devida ante- 
cedencia, de forma a poder tratar convenientemente das passagens 
desse porto até so destino e ainda poder erranjar o transito — 
atraves do Egito. 
Te Em vista da Constituigéio da Republica Portuguesa 
presumo que mo haver& em virtude da religiso ou falta dela, 
nenhuma diferénciacio entre os refugiados que tem tido o | 
privilegio e boa fortuna de gosarem da seguran¢ga humanietaria 
de Portugal durante os ultimos anos. Entre os refugiados em 
Lourenco Marques ha varias nacionalidddes, a saber: Alemiis, 
Austriacos, Checo-slovaquios, Holandeses, Hungaros, Italianos, 
Polacos, Sul-Africanos etc. etc. Todos estes, é claro tiveram 
oS Seus passaportes visados para “trahsito" antes de partirem 
de Lisboa mas ficaram impedidos de seguirem para o seu destino 
em virtude desses paises a que se destinavam estarem na posse 
das Potencias do Hixo. 

HE de presumir que tais individuos ficaram retidos em 
Lourenso Marques, e¢ os consules ou outra organisacio, devida- 
mente reconhecida, continuar4 a ser responsavel para a sua 
manumett ange o e ulterior repatriacho. 
8s Seo Governo Portugues desejar que qualquer refugiado 
que mio pode seguir para o seu destino seja transportado para 
Lisboa, donde vieram para esta Colonia, tenho a honra de 
lembrar a Vossa Excelencia, de que nenhum vapor que transporte 
tais passageiros podera obter Navicert sem referencia a Londres 
e Lisboa, o que leva tempo a conseguir-—se. 

Oe Este Consulado Geral tera muito prazer em cooperar 


com 0/ 


com 0 Governo da Colonia, dentro do possivel, e dar andamento 


a qualquer desejo de regresso a Lisboa, donde vieram, tendo 
por base o mio poder seguir para os paises a que se destinavan. 
Aproveito esta oportunidade pera apresentar a 


Vossa Escelencia a expressSo da minha mais alta considerac&oe 


‘ 


OeK.e Ledger 
Consul-Geral de S.MeBritanica 


kxcelentissimo Senhor 
| Governador Geral da Colonia de Mogambique, 
General José Tristao de Bettencourt, 


LOURENGO MARQUSS . 





ENCLOSURE to Lourenco Marques Despatch ad dre ssed to His pxeellency the Governor General of the Colony of _— 
GeGe NO.12, dated Januar. 19th, 194. 
Relacd ao dos Estrangeiros com to" 


























Dat a 24a Gntradc RasoOes da 
NOMES Sexo Idade Estado WNacionalidade Profissao da na Colonis Procesencia entrada 
FRANKEL Chain-Szoel & Cc Polaca Comerciante el Lisbo 
Suueeeeie hehe inde ~ > . , = he eet sboa Transite Xangai 
MUSZEL Lejzor Majer a: c p " " it 
MUSZEL Dwoira F Cc " pmnaneee tt vt i" 
MUSZEL Sara F 2 3 ” 8 . : 
MUSZEL Abreham yu 6 °s8 " etehine " " it 
STERN Edouard M 7.Cté«Ss Hungara Dr. Ciencias E.F.a. 1609 01941 " a 
STERN Frieda (née F 32 «CG Judia Alema  Domestica " " 
SADKOWSKI Abraham Mi 53 C Polaca  Alfaiate 3 25 8 1941 » rt 
SADKOWSKI Jochweta F 54 C " Domestica " " " 
SADKOWSKI Henri oe Wi 20 s * Estudante " " " 
WEB ER Emanuel \ Mi 34 Cc ms Caixeiro Viajante 21 -lte 19y1 # “ para Panama 
WEBER Malka , / F 3 Cc * Domestica a it ) 
WEBER Marcel M 3 =) " Estudante tt * it a 
Susane F 5 8 w * a 8 it 4 
Pinkas M t2 Cc Polaca Motori sta 1.11942 " * Gorcao 
Estera F : Cc ® pome stica " 4 " a 
chara r¥-.#2 8 « Estudante " " 9% 
Mordcha i 15 3 " " " " " " 
abr aham M 3? Cc Holandeza g§ comerciante " " * Batavia 
ME YERSEN Helena W Fr 'e) c " pomestica " " " it 
LEVY : 1943 
LEVY " 
LEVY " 
SCHIFF ee 
SCHWARZ ROland Dr 1939 
KEMPEL Chaim 4 
SCHEESERGER 19 4b 
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H.M. Comsul-General 


pe a Marques. 


Your despatch No. 11 /of 19th January: 


Telegram. refugees leaving Lourengo Marques by 
Nos... la.s. 'Nyassa'/, 


Dated eee, Please telegraph direct to Government 
lof In@ia (External Affairs Department), 


giving full particulars of esek—teevetten, 


Cypher. wha my Ee : 
en *#¢ any refugee ene sent by the Portuguese 
Departmental No. J. 


fo Authorities to Goa on board the s.Ss. 


ie cone tfe myassa", a» (Peg rang OF s 


Copy to: 





NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN. 


1589/177/48. 


(CYPHER ] DEPARTMENTAL NO. 1. 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICK TO LOURENCO MARQUES 


NOe 32 


4th February, 1944. 
Repeated to: Lisbon, No... 1763 
ee Ge Ga 


D: 3.30 pem. 5th February, 1944. 


Your despatch No. 11 [of 19th January: refugees leaving 
Lourengo Marques by s.s. Nyassa" ]. : 


Please telegraph direct to Government of India (External 
Affairs Department), giving full pacticulars of any refugee 
who may be sent by the Portuguese Authorities to (roa on board 
the s.s. "Nyassa", as they may try to enter British India 
illegally. 


On sere 


File Number :— | 


GENERAL. 





Registry ae rae 
Peis te bw 1636/177/48 


FROM iiss Rathbone, i. 


to Mr, Randall. 
No. 


Dated ist Feb 1944, 


Received 


, ui 1 Bia OAS 
in Registry fra Feb.1y44. 


W: Refugees. 
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As from: 


W : | 636 si sa 


| Telephone: Abbey 5151. 
Fo BER Wea 
ae fag ae lst February, 1944. 


Dear Mr. Randall, 


Could you advise us about the following case. 

concerning Heinrich Avram L (Luiszescu). 
ole culars - and I have no personal 

knowledge of the case - are given in the enclosed 
long statement from Mr. Hoffman, of The Unitarian 
Service Committee at Lisbon. You know I think 
its head, Dr. Robert Dexter, whose return to Lisbon 
you were very kind in facilitating last November. 


Mr. Hoffman is I understand an entirely reliable 
staff member of the Lisbon Committee and is said to 
be well known to Sir John Meglan. 


The material has been prought to me by the Rev. 
i Grieve who, represents the Committee in 
London. 


You willsee that his problem is whether something 
ean be done to obtain a navi-cert to enable this 
refugee to travel to Paraquay, for which he has 
already a visa. Dr. Dexter has already taken up 
the matter with the British Passport Control Office 
at Lisbon, but has been told that the navi-cert has 
been several times refused and that the matter can 
only be dealt with by their superiors in London. 

I suppose this means the Passport Control Officer 
in the Foreign Office, but if it is otherwise, perhaps 
you will kindly pass fhe matter on. 


It is possible that there is some suspicion of the 
man on security grounds. As to that, perhaps you had 
better see the opinion expressed by Mrs. Dexter on 
her husband's behalf, so I enclose also her letter. 


Yours sincerely, 


Nie 7 he 


ILO 
ame 


UNITARIAN SERVICE COMMITTER. 


2d, Beacon Street, 
| Boston, 
EAD/ JG. Massachusetts, U.S.A. 
-December 18th, 1945. 


Rev. C.J.G. Grieve, 
&, Hornsey Lane, 


Dear Mr. Grieve, 


I was greatly interested in my husband's report of his 
visit to England. Although some of the circumstances were 
rather trying, he seems to have enjoyed it on the whole Meat | 
mich and I am inclined to envy hima Little for being able to 
ZOe I appreciate all the help you and Mr. Rowe gave 2 Wis 


A situation has recently arisen in which we need your help. 
I enclose a full statement of the case, prepared by Mr. Max | 
Hofmann, our invaluable staff member who nowW represents us at 
the residence forcee of Caldas da Rainha. Mr. Hofman is well- 
known to various people in England. He is in constant contact 
with officials of the British Labour Party and is, I am reason- 
ably sure, well known to Sir John Moylan, at the Home Office, 
and to other prominent Englishmen in the Foreign Office as well. 
There is no question in my mind that anything he has to say 
would reeive consideration by people who are in a position to 
make decisions. For some time he has had a British visa Which 
the British Government have been good neyihey rely renew for him 
from time to time. This has made it possible for him to remain 
in Portugal where he felt that he was more useful than he would 
be in England. I mention these details to establish Mr. 
Hofmannts position. 


Without attempting to repeat all the details Mr. Hofmann 
has given, I will sum up the story briefly. Heinrich Avram 
Luxemburg, known here as Luiszescu, is a Rumanian refugee who 
has been in Portugal with his nephew and ward, Moise Tarnovsky, 
for about two years. lLuiszescu is 55 years old and his nephew 
about 2O. They have offered themselves to the Allies for any 
kind of military or other service. I know this as I have talked 
With the British officials and one representing the Free French 
about them. Since they were not accepted and they were under 
great pressure from the Portuguese police, for reasons explained 
in Mr. Hofmannts letter, it has finally, after very great diffi- 
culties, been possible to get them Argentinian visas. It is 
impossible to take advantage of this, however, unless they can 
receive British navicertsg and so far these have been refused. 

I might explain that since these men are Jewish they have been 
receiving support and a certain amount of help in trying to 
leave the country from the Jewish Committee here. When Mr. 
Luxemburg got involved with the police over a matter in which, 
according to our point of view, he acted with courage and 

decent feeling, the Jewish Committee left off their efforts to 
help him. I discussed it with one of their representatives who 
told me frankly that if we could do anything to help him get 
away they would be very pleased, but they felt they had done 
enough, that there was no chance of success and that the man 
had only himself to blame for getting in trouble with the police, 
for he should have kept his mouth shut and not shown any 
sympathies. | 


Mr. Hofmann not only thinks well of the man, but is 
greatly disturbed because he feels that Luxemburg has been defi- 
nitely persecuted by the policeman at Caldas for his Allied 
sympathies. It is an unfortunate fact that the pdliceman at 
Caldas is known to be quite pro=German. People with German 


fe" 


Sympathies in Caldas who run foul of Portuguese laws are let 
off Quite easily. There have been several cases where people. 
with strohgly Ailied sympathies have been persecuted for very 
trifling matters. Failure to extend a helping hand to Ir. 
Luxemburg will seem like abandoning our friends in distress, 
and Will show up very unfortunately in comparison with the help 
which is usually made available for any pro-German,. 


After we had finally obtained the Argentinian vias, I dis- 
cussed the matter of the British navicert with the competent 
authorities in the Passport Control Office. They told me that 


Since the navicert had been several times refused they could not 


“Heed, v= hon | 
red . 





reopen the matter here, but made a suggestion that if our repre- 
sentative in London could bring the situation to the attention 
of their superiors in London, setting forth reasons for oup 
interest, the London Office might ask them to reopen the case. 
Itowas Mr. “arper, the head of the Passport Controll Division 
here, who suggested I should send a letter from Mr. Hofmann 
since he is favourably known to the British authorities. 


I am interested in Mr. Luxemburg who impresses me as a 
Sincere young man, strongly pro#Allied in his sympathies and 
Willing to do almost anything to help the cause. However, m 
interest is not primarily in him as a rsone iI feel that the 
prestige of the Allies +CTT i hag Sob suffer; and if the 
British authorities have anything definite against the man which 
maxes them doubt his bona fides and they dontt wish to let him 
go to Argentina, they should find some other disposition for him 
As I have said, he and his nephew both seem to be in good health 
and are Willing to go aimost anywhere. So far as we know, this 
has been the only place available. If, however, the refwal of 
the navicert is based on any of the reasons Mr. Hofmann sug- 
gests, I would most earnestly beg that the question be reopened 
in a sympathetic spirit. 


We shall be extremely grateful for anytiing you can do 
in this case. It seemed as if we were up against impossibili- 
ties to obtain the frgentinian vias, and having got that from 
people whom we can hardly call our friends, it will seem hard 
if after all we are turned down by the British. 

One other suggestion which was also made by a British 
official. I understand there is a Free Rumanian Committee of 
some sort in London. it may be that if you presented the case 
to them they would be able to push it... 


I am afraid this is going to mean considerable work for 
you, but it will be of the very greatest help to us if you can 
get favourable consideration. 3 


My husband joins in best wishes and cordial greetings 
for the New Year, : 


Yours sincerely, 


(Sgad.) HLISABETH A. DEXTER. 


UNITARIAN SERVICE COMMITTEE 


2, Beacon Street, 
Boston, 
Massachusetts, U.S.A. 
December 16, i945. 


TO Whom it may concern: 
I wish to submit the following information with regard 
to the case of Heinrich Avram Luxemburg (Luizsescu). 


Heinrich Avram Luxemburg was born July 7, 1910, at 
Galatz, Roumania. By profession he is a journalist. 


Mr. Luxemburg worked for the University review - "Jurnalul 

a paper with the democratic point of view. With the rise of 
antiesemitism he left Roumania together with his hres (Moise 
Tarnovsky of Kischinew), whose parents had been killed and for . 
whom lr. Luxemburg was the sole guardian. rThey went to Turkey. 
Mre Luxemburg was able to jeave Roumania at this time only 
because he had a special pass from his newspaper and a commis- 
sion from them as foreign observor, both of which were given 
him merely to enable him to leave the country. He ieft under 
his own name: Luxemburg. - | 


He arrived in Istanbul and, while waiting for an oppor- 
tunity to go further, he made a contact with a Mr. Pikman, a 
British investigation Officer, who is Turkish, but evidently in 
charge of British Information there. Mr. Luxemburg and Mr. 
Pikmen worked together there for several months. wr. Luxemburg 
was also in touch with the Jewish Committee in Istanbul, trying 
to obtain permission to go to Palestine. 

Mr. Luxemburg has told me that Mr. Pikmen would certainly 
give all the information necessary about his work in Istanbul, 
his point of view, and also the work he did in Turkey for 
Allied, propaganda, 


While engaged in a certain case together with Mr. Pikmen, 
Mr. Luxemburg was arrested and sent back directly, by the 
Turkish police, to Roumania. This particular case for which he 
was arrested and sent back to Roumania, had to do with his work 
of propaganda against Antonescu and the Iron Guard. 


Because he was known there, it was dangerous for Mr. 
Luxemburg to remain in Roumamia. So he left Roumania a second 
time. The fact that Mr. Luxemburg, a Jew, could leave Roumania 
at such a time, when all Jews were forbidden to leave Roumania - 

may have caused some suspicion as to the veracity of his case, 
However, his means of leaving should clear any suspicion:- 
For a very large sum of money he managed to obtain from an 
official in the Ministry of Education (the only official in 
Roumania who could give such a thing) a paper in the name of 
Luiszescu, permitting Luxemburg (now Luiszescu} to leave ‘the 
country on a so-called "mission" for the University review. 

Mr. Luxemburg (Luiszescu) arrived .in Turkey a second time and 
from there he came to Portugal. e 


Although Mr. Luxemburg's statement above is based on his 
own evidence, I have seen his qwiginal family papers proving 
him to be of the Luxemburg family and appointing him guardian of 
his nephew, Moise Tarnovsky. I have also seen the paper given 
him, for a large sum of money, from the Ministry of Education, 
permitting him to leave Roumania for the University paper. 


we 


The facts presented below are all based on my own direct 
observation or verified by reliable witnesses. | 


Here in Portugal Luiszescu has never missed an opportunity 
to continue his propaganda work for the Alljes. Every visit he 
has made to bisbon (from the residence forcee of Cajdas where 
he lives) he has gone to Sao Domingo (connected with the | 
British Embassy) a Lapa 26 and taken packages of Allied propa- 
ganda back with him to Caldas. | 


In 1942 a Free Roumanian Committee was organized in Caldas. 
Luiszescu was the member of the committee and the committee's 
rooms were turned into a center for Allied propaganda, This 
committee however ran into difficulties and was dissolved. . 
Later the police, searching for a book against the government of 
Antonescu, made a house-search of Luiszescu's room and, althougt 
they did not find the book, they found a great deal of Allied 
propaganda material. Consequently the Chief of the Inter- 
national Police at Caldas brought charges against Luiszescu 
accusing him of spreading Allied propaganda ina neutral 
countrye : e 


In the summer of i945 the police made an investigation of 
the representatives of the Polish and Jewish Committees in 
Caldas, accusing them of organizing a revolt against the Inter- 
national Police. The police accused the representatives of 
having said that the International Police were guilty of the 
death of a man (a Pole) by having delayed his» permission to go 
to Lisbon for an urgent operation. The man died as 4 consé- 
guence of the delay. Captain Silveira, the Chief of the 
International Police of Portugal, himself went to Valdas for the 
imvest igation, because of a letter submitted to the. Medical 
Association of Portugal by Dr. Oliveiro Carvalho, accusing the 
International Police of Caldas for oa eet in permitting the 
man to enter a hospital in Lisbon, and holding the police res- 
ponsible for the death of the man. Dr. Carvalho is a well known 
physicial in Caldas. Luiszescu, whoa knew Dr. Carvalho, received 
two copies of the letter fromhim tog ive to the representatives 
of the Polish and Jewish Committees in Caldas. The Polish 
representative accepted the letter, but the Jewish representa- 
tives refused the letter and denounced Luiszescu to the police. 
Consequently a series of stringent investigations of Luiszescu 
were made by the police. lLuiszescu's flat was searched and 
again the police objected to the propaganda of an Allied nature 
which they found there. A statement was sworn out by the 
police as to all the Allied propaganda which they found in 
Luiszescuts possession and an order that they should amwould 
confiscate every last pamphlet. When the police returned, 
however, to carry out the confiscatim Luiszescu refused them 
admittance to his room until they had permission from the 
proper police authorities. The Caldas police never ,beturned, 
although they tried in every possible manner to obtain a copy 
of the Carvalho letter - but withowt success. | 


During these investigations the Chief of the International 
Police tried in every way to learn from Luiszesecu what person 
in the British eel oe had urged him to organise a revolt 
against the police; who wax in the Britisshh Legation supplied 
him with propaganda material; and how muct: he was paid for his 
Allied propaganda work. Although threate:med with prison, 
Luiszescu stood by his story - that he haci never received or 
seen a copy of the Carvalho letter = but «at the same time con- 
tinued to take the side of Dr. Carvalho; ishat the International 
Police Chief of Portugal was really respoinsible for the death 
of the man. In the end Captain Silveira ordered Luiszescu to 
leave the country immediately, and the policd Chief of Caidas 
repeats this order each week, refusing him the usual prolonga- 
tion, and keeping him in constant suspense. 


The representative of the Polish Committee was punished 
by being removed from Valdas and sent to another residence force 
thocause he was not friendly enough to the police". The Jewish 
represenative was removed from his jobe 


The Unitarian Service Committee has helped Luiszescu by 
obtaining for him an Argentine visa which will afford him the 
opportunity to go on to Paraguy (for which Luiszescu has an 
_ entrance visa) The British navicert, however, has been con- 
tinuously refused Luiszescu. 


Luiszescu may have been refused his navicert for various 
reasons which I hope to clear up by this letter. First, there 
may have been some doubt about Lubzescu because he was able 
to leave Roumania at a time when no Jews were allowed to leave 
that country. I have explained this by telling above about the 
paper which I have seen and for which he paid a very large sum 
of money and received from the Ministry of Education permitting 
him to Soave the country on a mission for the University paper. 
liext, there may be a question about the fact thatbhe holds a 
Roumanian passport. His Roumanian passport expired some. time - 
ago, but he was advised by the Jewish Committee to renew his 
passport, as the Argentinian government Will. only grant visas 
on passports. Luiszescu followed this advice and has perhaps 
gotten trouble because of it. Another @ reason that his navi- 
cert may have been refused is because he has been seen in the 
company of compatriots who are not well looked upon by the 
British. I can confirm that this has nothing to do with the 
pro=Allied sentiments of Luiszescu. Luiszescu was asked to do 
so in order to obtain information for Alliedinterests.- 


I have known Luiszescu well for over a year and a half 
and am vege Sy ct | convinced that he is an extremely active man 
fighting the Allies! cause, and that he will continue to do so 
wherever he ag be. Therefore we ask for a re-examination of 
his case and, if possible, a favorable decision. Without 
such a decision we are afraid that this proeAllied fighter - 
pecause of his pro-Allied activities - will be put in prison 
by the Portuguese police, and because he cannot receive the 
pe pay navicert to leave tlhe country and continue his work 
elsewhere.’ 3 


(Signed) M.M. HOFMANN 


Representative 
‘Unitarian Serwice Committee. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE (Refugee Dept.), 
5, Cleveland Row, 


lb. February, 1944. 


Dear Miss Rathbone, 

Thank you for your letter of Ist Feb- 
ruary about Mr. Heinrich Avram Luxemburg 
(Luiszescu). 

We have consulted the authorities 
eoncerned and I am afraid that they adhere 
to their previous decision not to grant a 
navicert to Mr. Luxemburg or to his nephew. 
In their opinion Mrs. Dexter does not 
furnish any arguments in her letter which 
would justify a change of attitude, and I 
regret therefore that it does not appear 
as though there are any further steps that 


we can take in the matter. 
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PORHIGH OFFICE, 
{Refugee 
Department) © 
i 5, Cleveland Row, 
(W 1636/177/48) | ~~ 
S.%.1, 
16th February, 1944, 


Dear Miss Rathbone, 


Thank you for your letter of 
the ist Pebruary about Vr. Heinrich 
Avram Luxemburg (Luiszeseu), 


ve have consulted the authorities 
concerned and I am afraid that they | 
adhere to their previous decision not 
to grant a navicert to Mr, Luxemburg 
or to hie nephew. In their opinion 
Yrs. Dexter does not furnish any 
arcuments in her letter which would 
justify a change of attitude, and I 
regret therefore that it does not 
appear a6 thouch there are any further 
steps that we can take in the matter, 

na BIncorety 


wm 2 RTTR Z z a 
Beak 3: , / 


(ge. e° WN Ss. 3 ? 
(A. @, Randall). 


Mise “leanor Rathbone, &. P. 


© ® POREIGN OFFICE (Refugee Department), 


3, Cleveland Row, 
St. Jemes’s, S.W.1. 


W 1636/177/48 24th February, 1944. 


Dear Mr. Grieve, 

Thank you for your letter of is5th February. 

r should be glad to see you if you have any 
other question to raise, but I fear I must tell you 
that on the subject of Mr. Luxemburg, the proper 
authorities have gone into the case and we have 
head to return a negative reply. 


Yours sincerely, 


(Signed) A.W.G. RANDALL. 


he Rev. G.d. Gaseoign Grieve, 
tnitearian Service Committee, 
‘egex Hall, 
Essex Street, 
Strang, W.-C. Ke 
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PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE ON REFUGEES 


CHAIRMAN : 


LORD MARLEY 


VICE-CHAIRMEN : ih GRAHAM WHITE, s.pP. 26 LY " Lek 


HON. SECRETARY: MISS ELEANOR RATHBONE, m.P. 


3S, -MARSHAM STREET SWE KX 
PEKERHONEX ABBEY ASAT 


Oo: Buieon Court. 
‘Phone: ABBey 3131. Westminster, S.W.l. 


ord March, 1944. 


Dear Mir. Randall, 


HEINRICH AVRAM LUXEMBURG (LUISZESCU ) 
SL TT ES I a ee RR CSE ore RRA NO 


You may remember the case of this Roumanian refugee, 
now in Portugal. You wrote to me on February 16th, reference 
W 1636/177/48, saying that the authorities concerned still 
reiused to grant a navicert to enable this man and his nephew 
to go to Paraguay, for which they have visas. 


But the matter has now become more urgent. The Rev. 
G. Grieve of the Unitarian Service Committee has received 
two letters from Mrs. Dexter, secretary of that Committee in 
Lisbon, within the last few days, saying that the man has been 
told by the Portuguese authorities that unless he gOt out of 
Portugal before the end of February he would be deported. 

This illustrates the point I made to you in general terms; 
that surely the Portuguese should be discouraged from deporting 
political refugees back to the enemy. About this man, I 
enclose the lengthy communication originally sent by lirs. 
Dexter about the case, giving all details avout Luxemburg and 
also the credentials of the member of her staff, Max Hofmann, 
responsible for her information about hin. 


In view of all this, could you consider cabling to Lisbon 
to get our people there to intervene to prevent his deportation. 
iven ii you cannot get him a navicert for Paraguay, it would be 
better tor him to be interned in Portugal than deported. I 
think the Dexters are pretty reliable people and unlikely to 
take up a case so strongly, if the man were dangerous. 


Yours sincerely, 


Go 2 One 


sy 


Be Ws Ge BReueéell. Baas, O.Bek. 
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PORRIGN OFFICE 
(Refugee Department) 
(W 1636/177/ 48) 3, Cleveland Row, 


? 
CONFIDENTIAL. 3.9.1. 


16th March, i944. 


Dear Miss Rathbone, 


You wrote to me on the srd 
March regarding H.A. Luxemburg 
(Luiszesecu). 


I have looked into the case and 
find that he is not aitogether a 
satisfactory person from our point 
of view and that we see no? reason 
why he should be given facilities to 
come to this country. There seems, 
however, a chance of his getting to 
Palestine, I do not think that there 
is in fact any likelihood of the 
Portuguese Authorities sending him _. 
back to Germany but I am communicating 
with the Hmbassy at Lisbon in order to 
ensure that this does not happen, 

“eur = AAAQR ZA 
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(A.W.G. Randall) 
Miss &. Rathbone, &.P. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE 
(Refugee Department) 
5, Cleveland Row, 
(W 1636/177/48) St. James's, 
SoWeks 
l6th March, 1944, 


Dear Chancery, 
The Passport Control Office will 


have some information about a certain 
Roumanian Jew named Luxemburg 


(Luiszescu). 


Miss Hleanor Rathbone, M.P. has 
written to us recently about him, 
being under the impression that he is 
likely to be deported from Portugal = 
i.e. sent back to enemy territory. 
There is probably nothing in this, but 
we should be grateful if you would do 
What you can to see that this does not 

- happen and let us know what the 
position is. This is of some 
importance as it would give us a great 
deal of trouble if one of Miss 
Rathbime's protegés were maltreated, 


Yours ever, 
REFUGEE DEPARTMENT 


The eens erie 
British Embassy, Lisbon 
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27th January, 1944. 


40/15/44, 
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- With reference to#oreign 
Office telegram No. 1538 of the 22nd 
September 1943 we are forwarding to 
you under separate cover a dossier 
which belongs to Mr. Lichtenstein, 


Dear Department, 


Mr. Lichtenstein left it behind 
on leaving for the United Kingdom with 
the request that it should be forwarded 
if possible to the Jewish Agency for 
Palestine, 7/7 Great Russell St., 
London, W.C.l. 


We should be grateful if you would 
do so provided you see no objection, 


Yours ever, 


Chancerye 


General Department, 


FOREIGN OFFICE, 
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FROM LISBQN TO FOREIGN. OFFICE 


|  S. 
Sir R.Campbell = De ist February, 1944 
Noeo6 SAVING 


POTS oy RT ME RE Ae ey 


ist February, 1944 R. 5-00 pem 4th February, 1944 
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Your telegram No.109, ~W/ 1007 [(77\4%S » 
Following received from Leurence Marques, telegram No.15. 
[Begins]. 


Gevernor General has not yet received instructions as 
given in your telegram 10. Geverner General will carry eut 
instructiens he receives and will allew ne exceptions. 
Geverner General is allewed ne initiative on any matters 
international er pelitical. 


[Ends]. 


29. Attention ef Ministry fer Fereign Affairs has been 
drawn te discrepancy between instructions received by Geverner 
General and explanation given by Ministry of Celenies as 
reperted in my telegram Ne.10 te Leurence Marques. It was 
peinted eut that mevement ef numbers ef refugees inevitably 
raised a security problem and a hint was dropped that issue 
of navicert might depend on His Majesty's Government receiving 
satisfactory assurances (cf.Lourenco Marques despatch No.1). 


S. Portuguese Government have been asked to state 
definitely where it is intended to send those refugees who 
have no valid visa of destination. Actually if intention is 
to bring these refugees back to Lisbon I presume that there 
would be no objection. It should then be possible to transfer 
them in due course to Fedhala camp (see your telegram No,.106 
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H.M. Consul-—General 
Lourengo Marques. 
iy telegram No. 32 Loft 4th February: 


lelegram. , refugees leaving Lourengo Marques by 
/ | 
ioe ¢ S.S. "Nyassa''/, 
de 9 
Dated . Ae POS Please repeat to me any telegram that 


\ you may send to the Government of India. 


Repeat to: 


Lisbon. No. P or. A 
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W. 177/28 
[CODE R.] DEPARTMENTAL NO, 1 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO LOURENCO MARQUES 
No, 36 D. 1.40 a.m, February 10, 19. 


February 9, 192.2, 
Repeated to: Lisbon No, 209, 
& os & 
My telegram No, 352 [of 4th February: refugees leaving 
Lourengo Marques by s.s,. "Nyassa" ], 
Please repeat to me any telegram that you may send to the 


Government of India, 
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FROM LISBON (MISSION) .TO FOREIGN OFFICE 
Sir R, Campbell | Do. Untimed, ord February, 1944 
No. 47 SAVING Ro decd Dem Sth February, 1944 
ord February, 1944 
Repeated to Madrid No. 14 Saving. 
kkkkk 


99 Dutch refugees from Spain embarked at Vila Real 
on February 2nd and sailed February ord. 
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Onward transport of refugees from Loure 
p efug nco Margues. 
Registry " 


Number r 2130/177/48 Addressed Lisbon No. 15 Refers to his despatch 
cae | No. il of 19th January (W 1589/14%4/48). Governor 

Co i-Ge en General is still awaiting further instructions 
Seduce: Cheonenee from Lisbon; €onsiders that it is in Lisbon 
Ra. a Marques ) that doubtful points should be cleared up. 


Dated °8thH Jan:1944 


Received 


W : Refugeese 


Last Paper. (Minutes.) 


W 19 Copy 6-0. CMT WW. COL) 


References. ) To. CG C66: 4) 


(Print.) 


Sd Seed Monier GeEPcn mE nee e een AN 
(Action | »: (Index.) 
completed.) | "\,\%s 
| 


| 


LS AIOE LET A NP 


WNext Paper. 


26120 F.O.F. 








Original by AIR BAG: 
Duplicate by next AIR BAG: ete le 


ti British Gonsulate-General | 
= 3Bly ies -48 Louren¢gco Marques, : 


aia Portuguese Hast Africa. 
EMB. W215 0 SSE... Samery 26th, 19h 
FeO. HN? 17 

HeCe N& 5 Sr RE yg ye 
American O-@ fee a ij 


ad 


Union of S.A. C=-G ti : 


: 
iN 
he 


Spa 
ip eae 


‘} 
¥ ae 


‘ wa ary ow 
. wt } I oll Goll (ra. | : 
Sir Ser EO de pS 
ERE: awe 3 Zé 
§ nat 7S = ee ae : , M j ? 4 
ae é, ~€ 


» 
4 A. ‘ a, 


=> +r —— 


With reference to my Despatch N£1l of the 19th 
Jamary and Your Excellency'’s telegrams Nos.10 and il, I 
have the honour to confirm that to date His Excellency the 
Governor General has received no further instructions 
explanatory of the original telegram which appears to have 
covered all refugees irrespective of the fact that they may 
not have entry visas for any country which it is intended 
should be served by the Portuguese s.s. “NIASSA". 


Ze I have had a further conversation with the Chief 
of Gabinet today and he tells me they are still awaiting 
instructions and a reply to their telegram asking for 
clarification of the telegram which certainly did not state 
that the “NIASSA" was to take to Goa any refugees waiting 
to go to India and to Port Said any waiting to go to 
Palestine. 


Be As stated in my telegram N213 there are no 
refugees here at the present time with entry visas for 
British India. ; 


lr e Of the refugees with entry visas for Palestine 
whose names were given in my despatch under reference, Mr. 
and Mrs. STERN have already left and it may be possible to 
send others on before the arrival of the "Niassa". 


Be There are certain other refugees here who have 
applied for visas for -Psalestine and the Local Refugee 
Gommittee end the Zionist Organisation in Johannesburg 
are pressing forward these applications. 


Ge In reply to your enquiry whether the local 
authorities intend to enbark refugees on the s.s. "Niassa" 
who have no entry visas either for British India or for 
Palestine, His Excellency the Governor General has referred 
this point and is awaiting information. 


° In this matter as in the matter of the Italian 
shipwrecked persons and merchant seamen, the Governor General 
will have no initiative to decide who is to go and who is to 
remain but will act as directed by the Minister for Colonies 
from Lisbon. It is in Lisbon therefore that any doubtful 
points must be cleared up. 


8. Gopies of this Despatch have been sent to His 
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
(F.0. N217), The High Commissioner for the United Kingdom 
in the Union of South Africa at Capetown (H.C.N25)3 the 
Gonsul-~General for the United States of America and the 
Consul-General for the Union of South Africa at Lourengo 
Marques e 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your Excellency's most obedient Servant, 


a WY 
“cot ga eae 


His Excellency — <—€s kK. Ledger. 

His Majesty's Ambassador, H.BeM. Consul-General. 
British Enbassy, 

LISBON 
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The following inférmation was supplied b 
S er 


6x 
Mr. Lichtenstein who has recently spent three 
Pe 


months in the Iberian Nninsula on behalf of the 


Jewish Agency:- 


After the depatture of the s.s. “Nyassa” 
220-250 Jewish refugees of all nationalities 
remained in Portugal and from 350 to 400 in 
Spain. About 400 may go to Fedhala. From 


| 60 to 80 (a number which may increase if any 


are joined by relatives from Nazi-occupied 
territory), of whom 30 have Palestine immigra- 
tion certificates, would like to go to Palestine 
Some Jews are sn on in Portugal and Spain 
in the hope tha they will be joined by their 
families from phenae. From 10 to 15 Jewish 
refugees are coming over the Pyrenees each 

week. N.B. This is an average for the winter 
months. 


There are 100 Palestine immigration 
certificates lying in Madrid which could be 
used and will be applied to Spain, Portugal 
and Tangier. Out of 250 Jewish refugees in 
Tangier 170 have applied to go to Palestine. 


Mr. Linton will write about the possibility 
of small groups of Jewish refugees going to 
Haifa on cargo boats which are apparently 
chartered by the U.K.C.C. 


Mr. Lichtenstein wishes to return to 
Portugal and Spain shortly ea wishes to obtain 
Spanish service visa. This type of visa is 

great help to its possessor fake, GCe8e, need 
t 


ot obtain a Portuguese exit permit. 


Ke bh ke s yy Gam dc. ef & 
1o¢h February, 1944. 
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POREIGN OFFICE, Se We Le 


| 16th February, 1944. 
(Ww 2170/177/48) 





Dear Clark, 


On the 10th Pebruary, Lichtenstein of the Jewish 
Ageney ealled here and gave us the following information 
which I think may interest you:r- 


After the departure of the e-s. “Nyassa” from 220 to 
260 Jewish refugees of all nationalities remained in 
Portugal and from 350 to 400 in Spain. About 400 may go 
to Pedhala. From 60 to 80 (a number which may increase if 
any are joined by relatives from Nazi-occupiea territory), 
of whom 30 have Palestine Immigration Certificates, would 
like to go to Palestine. Some Jews are staying on in 
Portugal and Spain in the hope that they will be joined by 
their families from Prance. From 10 to 15 Jewish refugees 
are coming over the Pyrenees each week. (8.8. Thies is an 
average for the winter months). | 


There are 100 Palestine Immigration Certificates Iying 
in Madrid which could be used and will be applied to spain, 
Portugal and Tangier. Out of 250 Jewish refugees in 
Tangier 170 have applied to go to Palestine. 


Linton, who accompanied Lichtenstein, said he would 
write to us about the possibility of small groups of Jewish 
_ pefugees going to Heifa on cargo boats whieh are apparently 
clartered by the United Kingdom Commercial Corporation. 


i / 


WeWe Clark, ESge » 
| Golonial Office. 











i am sending a copy of this aes ter to sir 
Herbert Emerson. | 


(I.l. Henderson } 
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aoe “This will confirm our verious communications regarding the situation of 
‘Oriente! Jews who have arrived recently in Spain and Portugal. 


fe believe it may be useful to explain briefly the problem which concerns 
this Glass of emigrants. Among the Jews who left Spain at the time of the In- 
quisition, a certain number were able to retain their Spanish nationality which 
they passed on to their descendants, Otters who had taken refuge in the. B@kans 
or in Bgeypt or other Oriental countries, as well as in Tangier and French papa 
at a time when they could take advantage of the "régime des capitulations",+ 

later reclaimed Spanish and Portuguese nationality, entailing the protection of 
these countries. 

This protection, especially in the Balkans, was an effective one and had 
negative, as well as positive, results: We.know of a case of an Oriental Jewish 
family, of Spanish origin, who lived for two centuries in Varna. This: fanily, had. 
requested the protection of Austrian nationality; linked, however, for the sake 
of form, to the commnity of Maerisch-Ostrau, this family finally became Czech by 
the Treaty of Versailles. Living in France when deportations started in August 
1942 from the unoccupied zone, they were uriable to obtain exit permits although 
they were in possession of all the necessary destination visas, and we do not 
even now know whether the whole family has not been deported. 


In 1929 the Spanish authorities decided that Oriental Jews of Spanish 
neationglity could only be *considered as Spanish protégés and that those who 
desired to enjoy effectively Spanish nationali y with all its rights and. obli- 
gations, such as th e obligation to do military service - from which they had 
until then. been apes - thst make a special réguest to the Spanish consular 
authorities before December 31, 1931. Upon demand the Spanish Government would 
order the naturalization of the petitioner by decree and would hand ‘him a copy 


rd 
of this “royal decree”. 


Many thus regained Spanish nationality, but many others did not make this 
special request for one reason. or anothers through ignorance of the rv ey ings 
negligence, etc. From December 31, 1951 until the coming of the Spanish Republic, 
the Spanish consvlar authorities refused to recognize these. who had ane complied 
with the ruling. teps were taken to obtain prolongation of the. time limit, but 
without success, and the attempt was abandoned when the Republic Was set sup and 
the Consulates began egain to give citizenship papers to al Spenish Jews irres 
pective of whether or not they were in possession of a copy of the "decree" 

This srenting of citizenship: papers lasted until 1941, during which year the 
Consulates once more began to demand of everyone the famous "decree" Those 
who did not possess a copy nevertheless received their citizenship papers; but 
in Paris for example the Gonsulate stamped the papers with the-letter "P", ice. 
. rFrQ ‘is nal”. 

Daring is period en of military age (of Spanish nationality with or 

! yaa Bea. a ge ee hi 37 had a es 
va AT ey ' Liecrec | C ~ ¥ BS OL 41 fac Nov Gone wneis 

i ary services (not vine blicet to S90, as i dated shove). were 
suddenly’ considered as “deserters” and were faced with consular difficulties, 
be ge refused Spe. Lf passpore ££ 5 ehance the rant. to St 3 a ey aye 
+"révime des capitulations”:- a convention regulating the status of foreign 
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nationels in Musulman countries. 
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camps, or were sent to Morocco in labor gangs. Especially in 1945 the strictest. 
discrimination was wade. between holders of a copy of the decree and those who 


Bven before 1940 some Sephardic families of Spanish nationality returned to 


~Spain. From 1940 up to the time when difficulties arose in obtaining recognition | 


of Spanish citizenship and.even later especislly for Spanish Jews coming from 


Unoceupied France, no practical difficulty was encountered during their stay in 
Spain. The very fact that it was relatively easy to obtein permission to go to 
Spain-and that they. could enter the country without much trouble, encouraged 
Spanish Jews living in France to remain there, becausé they wanted to enjoy the 
immunity assured by their neutral nationality. Nevertheless, about 50 Spanish 
Jewish families arrived from France between 1940 and 1945 and are still living 

in Spain under relatively favorable conditions. But those who have recently been 
repatriated in convoys - even though 411 of them are in possession of a copy oF 
the “royal decree” - have been assigned to "résidence forcée" and in theory their 
stay in Spain is considered only as "in transit", and those liable to militery 
service are called up, although this does not permit of bettering the position 

of their families. 


But let us return now to the particular point of interest to our orgeniza- 
tion, namely, the emigration of such people. As we have already informed you, 
a convoy of 79 Spanish Jewish refugees arrived during the middle of August from 
Paris and were obliged to live in “résidence foreée" without being permitted to 
work, being considered as privileged foreigners in transit prior to further emi- 
gration. After laborious negotiations, the occupation authorities in France had 
srented permission to these people to leave the country, and the departure took 
place on August 10th, As stated above, all of the 79 were in possession of 
Spanish nationality with the "royal decree” and were registered as citizens at 
the Consulate-General in Paris. In addition to these 79 people, there were sup- 
posed to have been five others coming from camps 2% Drency and Compiégne: four 
women and one man, whom the occupation authorities had promised to liberate from 
the camps - where they had been put by mistake - on condition that they be im- 
mediately repatriated. Unfortunately, these people were not taken to the station, 
where everything had: been done by the departing eroup to welcome. them, In the 
event of their liberation being granted after the departure of the convoy the 
Consulate proposed to include the five people in question in the next convoy 
which in principle was to leave on August 20th. We. shall return to this matter. 


As a matter of record we give herewith details concerning the convoy as fur- 
nished by one of the Spaniards who made the trip. We shall allow him to bear re-~ 
spnsibility for certain criticisms regarding the lack of comfort; for our part 
we consider that this matter is of only secondary importance when one bears in 
mind rail difficulties in France and especially when one recalls other departures 
for other destinations. 


The convoy left Paris at 8 pem. The travelers were crowded into compart- 
nents consisting of only 72 places for 82 people (79. refugees, plus one young 
woman accompanying her parents to the frontier and two officials in charge of 
the convoy). From Paris to Orléans the carriage formed part of the Paris- 
Toulouse train and was then hooked on to a train for Germans on leave going to 
Bordeaux and Hendeye; this of course was a real risk to the refugees. Their. 
big luggage had been despatched by a baggage company which took cherge of offi- 
cial formalities in Paris and customs details at Hendaye. There was a@° great 


‘deal of hand lugsage. Inspection of passports took place without ineid 









ent. the. 
next morning at 10 o'clock at the frontier. Luggage was gone through and some 
people were searched. Prayer-books were allowed, but old letters and written = 
notes had to be destroyed. Each person was allowed to take with hin only: 200 to 
300 frencs. Those who had more had to deposit the surplus at the cash desk of 
the French customs office. Inspection and search were carried out exciusively 
by German officials. ‘ 


At 3 pem: the conyoy arrived at Irun (Spanish frontier). Inspection of 
passports and search of trunks and hand luggage lasted until late that: night. 
The specified hotels could not accommodate everybody, and the inhabitants of 
the neighborhood of the station were called upon to provide a place for the 
refugees to sleep. On August 12th negotiations beran with the military authori- 
ties and the police to arrange places of residence. As coastal and frontier re- 
gions were barred, the choice was among the capitals of interior districts. 
fie towns of Valladolid, Burgos, Avklle, Logrona, Zaragoza, Granada, snd Toledo 
were chosen by chence. On August 14th all of the passports were stamped with 
visas and with a notice that each person mist appear before the ciwil autheri- 
ties of the town specified for residence, and everything was ready 50 that the 
convoy could go on from there. “However, the financial question had not been 
settled, Although it. had been dealing with the matter for a long tine, the 
Svenish Consulate in Paris had not been able to arrange for the transfer of 
capital, even for very small sums. The convoy hed therefore left without money 
excent the ebove-mentioned 200 to 300 francs per person, which was just about 
enough to tip the porters at irm. The convoy were hoping to find in Spain 
official instructions for the continuation of the trip at the expense of the 
Government and a loan for payment of living expenses at the frontier, but these 
were not forthcoming. Some of the refugees were able to obtain a bit of money 
from friends or by taking a loan on their luggage, but the majority were without 
resources and were immobilised at Irun. Fortunately the convoy had been reported 
to Jewish welfare associations, and a representative of the JOINT succeeded in 
arranging things so that departure could take place before the 18th, on which 
date permission to remain at the frontier expired. 


Six men, whose ages made them lieble to military service, were taken to 4 
special camp, whence they left on August 18th for various destinations: three 
to Seganga in Morocco, one to Madrid, another to.Cadix, and the last to Dar- 
celons. We attach hereto a list of the people comprising the convoy, with the 
places of residence assigned to them. 


As we have stated above, the earliest possible consideration mst be given 
to the’ emigration of these people. We have been in conmuriication with them to 
find out what possibilities they may have for emigration and to contact as soon 
a8 possiblé relatives overseas. Moreover, we have already gabled to the Jewish 


Agency’ in Jerpselem asking whether they could send usa sufficient number of. cer-. 


Lificates at least for the emigration to Palestine of the people in the first 
convoy. Infact, it is all. the more urgent to arrange for the rapid emigration 
of this croup because there remain in Frence nearly 250 Spanish Jews whose de- 


: 


narturs will not be authorized by. the Snoanish authorities there until the Latter 
- - . ‘ & rf 2 4s ( £ das? eee bal a. : ae 
are assured that the first convoy 45 not “uselessly cluttering up spans And 
it. 4 Lea vary desirable for Chis secoid group to; Leave France quickly because 
LY L$ BALSvV Very esire ~ Me ow r 4 = 


, , 
most of them are not in possession of bona fide copies of the famous royal de- 
} : * A oth eee % 
eree"”, and if they were no longer to be recornized by the epanisn Cinsulste, they 
risk being purely and simply deported by the Germens. 


PA peekh 


.%o transfer some of their capital. However, the position is not the same for the 
Portuguese who have just arrived in groups, In fact, a group of about 40 Portuguese 


There is a note te difference between the ination’ of Oriental Jews who: re- 
gained Spanish netionality and. those who. regained rortuguese nationality. Those 
who heave arrived in Portugal during the last few years enjoy the sane rights as 
other netionals. At the present time Jews who come from France admdividually - 
such as the Banforado family, concerning whom we are writing you. separately - find 
here the same rights a¢ all other Portuguese and what is: more, they have been able 























Jews have recently been repatriated in convey, and they are living in the North in 
"résidence forcée" so thet inspection of their papers«can be effected at the con- 
venience of the authorities... We do not think that it will be necessary for these 
people to emigrate, but it appears that the authorities want to make certain dis- 
oriminations during the period while their citizenship is being examined; it is 
of interest to note that in reply to their request to live freely in Portugal, the 
authorities have just written them a letter, copy of which is enclosed herewith; 
and yet these people are, until the contrary has been proved, of Portuguese nation- 


ality. 


We presune that you heve furnished the HICEM with the text of our previous 
communications; we are seuding them a copy of this letter. 
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FROM Mr. Winton Requests that Foreign Office take up 
(Jewish Agency) to Ministry of War transport the suggestion made 
Ws Mr. Henderson. jMr. Lichtenstein about obtaining passages for 
JL/RSt. holders of Palestine immigration certificates 
Daeg Luth Feb., 1944. British cargo steamers sailing from Lisbon to 
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Sse PAN’ OTT mien E uh 
se JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE. 


—__—_—___  — @ a= ¢ —____- 


TELEPHONE: MUSEUM 3815 (e tines). 


TELEGRAMS: |" ZIONIBURO, LONDON.”’’ 77. GREAT RUSSELL STREET. 


CODES: BENTLEY'S and MOSSE’'S, 
LONDON, W.C.1. 
POP OER Sy 


ay 


In reply please address the Secretary: 
February _ » 1944, 


and quote the following Reference No.: 5 


a 


: ; A fitrt 5 
JL/RSt erg as oa, XD 


I.L. Henderson, Esqe, 
Foreign Office, | 7 
5, Cleveland Row, 
St. Jamests., S,.W.1, 


} 

We shall be very grateful if you can take 
up with the Ministry of War Transport, the sug- 
gestion made by Mr, Lichtenstein about obtai ning 
passages for holders of Palestine Immigration 
Certificates on British Cargo Steamers sailing 
from Lisbon to Egypt and Palestine, Mr. Licht- 
enstein believes that there is a sailing about 
onoe a month from Lisbon, and that it should be 
possible to find accommodation from 5 to 10 
berths on each Steamer, I understand that the 
Steamers are chartered by the United Kingdom 
Commercial Corporation, 


Many thanks for anything that you can do 


in the matter, 
peter 
Yi 
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Number MW 2531/177/48 Onward transport of refugees from Lourenco Marques. 


TELEGRAM FROM 
Sir R. Campbell, 


ae (Lisbon) 


Refers to his telegram Noe 25 to Lourenco 
Marques (W 2593/177/48). Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
have expressed hope that it may be possible to grant 

270 Palestinian or other suitable visas to remaining 
Dated 17th Feb., 1944. |jrefugees to enable the;i to embark on S-S. Nyassa- 
Riddornees The Nyassa is due to reach Lourenco Marques on cOth 
in Registry , 18th Feb., February « . 

1944. 
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| CYPHER J DEPARTMENT 
FROM LISBON TO FOREIGN OFFICE 2 


Sir R. Campbell, : 
No. 270 D. 5.40 peme 17th February 1944 


I7th February 1944 Re 9.35 peme 17th February 1944 


My telegram 23.te Lourenco Marques 


itinistry of Foreign Affairs have expressed the hope 
that it may be possible to grant Palestinian or other suitable 
visas to remaining refugees to enable them to embark on s.S- 
Niassa. it has been explained to them that while everything 
ossible is being done (see paragraph 5 Lourenco Marques 
Mespatch Ne.15 to me) it is not possible to grant such visas in 
/a block or without careful consideration. ‘he Niassa is due 
te reach Leurenco Marques en February 20th. 


ea 


OTP. 





File Number :— 


W 


GENERAL. 





GENERAL 


Addressed Lourenco Marques No. 25. Refers to 
| Lourenco Marques despatch No. 15 (W 2130/177 /48) .» 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs state that instructions 
TELEGRAM FROM have now definitely been sent that only refugees 
Sir R. Campbell with visas for Palestine or other appropriate 
eas 6 destination are to be embarked on S.S. Nyassa. 
No. 669. They claim however that there are in all 37 
refugees in Lourenco Marques with Palestinian 
Dated 49th Feb, 1944. visas though only 4 of these really want to go 
Received to Palestine. Reguests that exact figures be 
in Registry ABsth Feb. 194 , telegraphed. 7 


| Onward transport of refugees from Lourenco Marques. 
Regisiry W, 2593/1777 /48 


Number | 


W: Refugees. 
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FROM LISBON TQ LOURENCO MARQUES 


Sir, R, Campbell. coed ee f | 
No. 28. D. 5.40 pem. 17th February 1944. 
R. 10,30 pem. 17th February 1044, 


L7th February 1944, 





Repeated to Foreign Office telegram No, 260. 
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TiOieD TAT 
Your despatch No, 15. 


“Winistry of Foreign Affairs state that instructions have 
now definitely been sent that only refugees with visas for 
Palestine or other appropriate destination are to be embarked 
on S.S. Niassa, ‘They claim nowever that there are in all 

57° refugees in Lourenco Marquzs with Palestinean visas 
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(compare your telegram No, 13) theugh only 4. of these really 
want to go to Palestine. \Please telegraph exact figures. 
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Telephone: ABBEY 6593. CzN 


& INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE. 


2 
- 


Director: 
Sir HERBERT EMERSON, 


tip (REGENT STREET, 
G.C.1.E., K.C.S.1.. C.B.E. 


LONDON, S.W.1. 


16/170/62 j ---~<\)/ © frepruary 1eth 1944. 


VW PAT 


IT enclose for information a copy of a cable which 
T have received from Schwartz, relating to Sephardic Jews in 


Spain. 


A.W.G. Randall Esq., 
Foreign Office, S-W.1l. 





COPY OF CABLE 
274 LSB 100/99 16 1950 


ELT SIR HERBERT EMERSON HIGH COMMISSIONER 11 D REGENT STREET LW 


WISH ADVISE) THREEHUNDRED SIXTYFIVE ADDITIONAL SEPHARDIC JEWISH 
REFUGEES ARRIVED IN SPAIN STOP ALL OF THEM FROM SALONICA AND 
ARRIVED VIA GERMANY WHERE THEY WERE INTERNED UNTIL THEIR ENTRY 
INTO SPAIN WAS ASSURED STOP ENTIRE GROUP NOW BARCELONA BUT WILL 
PROBABLY BE ASSIGNED FORCED RESIDENCE CADIZ STOP SPAIN WILL NOT 
RECOGNIZE THEIR SPANISH NATIONALITY AND INSIST ALL OF THEM MUST 

BE EVACUATED NORTH AFRICA WITH GROUP STATELESS REFUGEES NOW BEING 
SELECTED THAT PURPOSE STOP FRENCH DELEGATE RAISING SOME OBJECTIONS 


BASIS THEY NOT STATELESS BUT NEGOTIATIONS PROCEEDING STOP WILL 


KEEP YOU ADVISED 
JOSEPH SCHWARTZ 
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2678 8/177/48) 
FOREIGN OFFICE TO MADRID 
O29 


WW, Fut & SA AA 


February, 1944, D., 4.10 a.m. 23rd February, 1944, 


“ 


mn te 
Papo 


Repeated te Lisben Ne.61 Saving. 
Ph 6) 4) 42 


Yeur despatch Ne, 680 lef the llth December: entry 
ef Sephardic Jews inte Spain]. 


The J.D.C. representative in Lisben reperts that 
565 additional Sephardic Jewish refugees have arrived in spain, 
411 are fron Salonica and arrived via Germany where they were 
interned until their entry inte Spain was assured, They are 
new in Barcelena but. will prebably be assigned ferced residence 
in Cadiz. Spain representative,says, will not receonise their 
spanish nationality and insists tiat all ef them must be 
evacuated to Nerth Africa with the greup ef stateless refugees 
new being selected fer that purpese. ‘The French Delega ite is 
ebjecting on the greund that they are net stateless,but 
negetiations are preceeding. 


2, It weuld ebviously be undesirable in principle 
te allew the Spanish Gevernment te denationalise their natiena: 
with impunity, thus threwing the burden ef their maintenance 
upen ether states. 


5. Please enquire pesitien ef Spanish autherities 
and what greunds they give in suppert ef the action which they 
are alleged to be centemplating. 
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£ FOREIGN OFFICE, 


(Refugee 
Department), 
B, Olevelena Row, 
Ste James's, 
(W 2678/177/48) Se Wels 
cord February, 1944. 


~ a 
1) Corr CAn»2.26% 

Thank you for your letter No. 
IC/170/62 of the 18th February. 


We are informing the Ambassador 
4t Madrid about this case and are 
asking him for a report. 
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(A.W. G. Randall) 


Sir Herbert Emerson, G.C.I.8., K.C.S.I., 
Intergovernmental Committee, 
11D, Regent Street, 
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